the U.S.S.R as compared with Western countries,
the standardized death-rate must be more than twice
as high as it is in these countries.

Education.

From 1920-21 till the beginning of the Five Years'
Period in 1927-28 the number of schools for ele-
mentary and secondary teaching did not increase
in the U.S.S.R. From 11S;000 (1920-21) the
number fell, reaching its lowest figure in 1923-24
at 90,000; the subsequent recovery brought the
number back to 118,000 in 1927-28. Starting from
this point a new effort was made, bringing up the
number to 167,000 in 1932-33. In 1920-21 the
number of pupils in elementary and secondary schools
was 9-8 millions; in 1927-28 it had increased to 11-3
minions. Of these, 3-6 millions were in towns and 7-7
millions in rural parts. Subsequently, the number
of school children in towns increased to 4-9 millions,
corresponding to about the increase in population,
while in rural parts the number almost doubled, from
7-7 minions to 14-6 millions.

Since the number of school children in 1932-33
is nearly equal to the total number of children of
their age, we might describe the change by saying
that, while at the beginning of the new period only
half of the children in the villages were attending
school, subsequently about 30,000 new village
schools were built and the other half of the children
were also sent to school. The efficiency of this
important work was certainly handicapped by the
poverty of village conditions. A further serious
disadvantage arose from the forcible introduction of
various new teaching methods, which have recently.
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